Chapter Six
SOME THEOLOGICAL GROUPS
THE CLASSICAL THEOLOGIANS
/TN general, the Muslim theologians of India have, in the
IA modern period, introduced or accepted little that is new
in Islam ; they need not, therefore, detain us long. They
are still, as a class, attached ideologically and functionally to
the old order of society and to classical Islam. A great
gulf is fixed between the 'ultima* and the modern educated
Muslim; and another gulf between them and the rising
proletarian. The most that the theologians have been able
to accomplish is a purifying and refining of the old Islam;
they have not understood or had dealings with the new.
One of the significant differences between Christianity
and Islam in their adjustments to capitalist society is
involved in the fact that the former religion, especially in
America, produced a clerical class (its ordained ministers
and its seminary professors) which was largely recruited
from, and which constituted a part of, the bourgeoisie. The
reinterpretation of religion for modern scientific and indus-
trial conditions has not been carried on in Islam by a class
specially devoted to or qualified for this task, or in the
universities, as in the West. It has been accomplished, as
we have seen, by individual bourgeois from other profes-
sions, in their spare time. One further consequence has
been that whereas modernized Islam has its intellectual
statements, it does not have its cult. The middle classes
in the West have not only Protestantism but a Protestant
Church, including even an advanced liberal section of that
Church. The. mosques, on the other hand, even in the
towns, are still under tfte feudal 'ulama.